Great Public Spaces:

Characteristics and Guidelines for
Designation
A public space may be a gathering spot or part of a neighborhood, downtown, special district, waterfront, or other
area within the public realm that helps promote social interaction and a sense of community. Examples include
spaces such as plazas, town squares, parks, marketplaces, public commons and malls, public greens, piers, special
areas within convention centers or grounds, sites within
public buildings, lobbies, concourses, or public spaces withDescription of the
Public
in private buildings. As with all categories of Great Places, it
is important to identify what sets a space apart from others
Space
spaces to qualify it for a Great Spaces designation. Public
1. Where is the space located, and what is its setSpaces must be at least 10 years old.
ting? (Downtown, neighborhood, waterfront,
city center, business or entertainment disGuidelines for Great Public Spaces
tricts, historic area, parks, etc.)
2.
What role, if any, did plans and planning con1.0 FEATURES AND ELEMENTS (NOT ALL MAY APPLY)
tribute to the creation of the space? Is there
1.1 What landscape and hardscape features are present?
special zoning or ordinances that allowed for
How do they contribute to the unique or special nathe creation of the space?
3. How large is the area?
ture of the space?
4. When was the space created?
1.2 How does the space accommodate pedestrians or

others whose access to the space is by transit, bicycles, or other means? Is the space welcoming to
those with physical disabilities or others with special
needs?
1.3 Does the space accommodate multiple activities?
1.4 What purpose does it serve for the surrounding community?
1.5 How does the space utilize existing topography, vistas, or geography? Does it provide interesting visual
experiences, vistas, or other qualities?
1.6 How are murals or other public art incorporated into
the space?
(continued on back page)

Characteristics of a Great Public
Space include:
1. Promotes human contact and social activities.
2. Is safe, welcoming, and accommodating for all
users.
3. Has design and architectural features that are
visually interesting.
4. Promotes community involvement.
5. Reflects the local culture or history.
6. Relates well to bordering uses.
7. Is well maintained.
8. Has a unique or special character.

Guidelines for Great Public Spaces (continued)
2.0 ACTIVITIES AND SOCIABILITY
2.1 What activities make the space attractive to people and encourage social interaction?
(Commerce, entertainment or performances, recreational or sporting, cultural, markets or
vending, exhibits, fairs, festivals, special events, etc.)
2.2 Does the space provide a sense of comfort and safety to people gathering and using the space?
Does the space provide a friendly and welcoming atmosphere?
2.3 How do people interact with one another? Does the space encourage communication or interaction between strangers?
2.4 How does this place encourage use by a diverse cross section of the public?
3.0 UNIQUE QUALITIES, TRAITS, AND CHARACTERISTICS
3.1 What makes this public space stand out? What makes it extraordinary or memorable?
3.2 Is there variety, a sense of whimsy, or an atmosphere of discovery or pleasant surprise?
3.3 Is there commitment to maintain the space and to keep it a usable space over time? Does the
public have a sense of ownership about the space? How has it changed over time?
3.4 Is there a sense of importance about the space? What characteristics or qualities contribute to
this?
3.5 What is the history of the space, and how is it remembered or passed on from one generation to
the next?
3.6 Does the space serve as a place of inspiration or contemplation, or is it considered sacred?
3.7 What is it about the space that contributes to a sense of community?
3.8 What makes this space special and worthy of designation as a Great Space?

