
2008 Texas APA Application for 

Planning Excellence Recognition
Municipality: ____________________ Population: ___________  Contact: _______________________

Phone: __________________ Name of Mayor: ______________  E-mail
________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________

Note: Additional sheets may be attached if needed for support of referenced items.

	
	
Evaluation Item

(See next page for examples of qualifying items.  Numbers in [  ] reflect points awarded for that level. Recognition requires 100 total points)

	1.
	Percentage of current Planning Commissioners who have attended qualified training sessions?

         25%[5]           50%[10]           70%[15]            85%[20]            100%[25]

 Training:                                                                                                                    

	2.


	Percentage of professional staff who have attended qualified training in the past year. 

         25%[5]           50%[10]           75%[15]           100%[20]

Training:                                                                                                                     

	3.
	Percentage of professional staff who are members of professional organizations?

         25%[5]           50%[10]           75%[15]           100%[20] 

Organizations:                                                                                                                 

	4.


	Percentage of professional staff that hold professional certifications or registrations?

AICP:           25%[10]           50%[15]           75%[20]           100%[25]

Other:           25%[5]           50%[10]           75%[15]           100%[20]

Organizations:                                                                                                       

	5.
	Master Land Use Plan 
Adopted / updated in the last         2 yrs[20]            5 yrs[15]          10 yrs[10]          In progress[2]

	6.
	Master Thoroughfare Plan
Adopted / updated in the last          2 yrs[15]           5 yrs[10]          10 yrs[5]          In progress[2]

	7.
	Master Park Plan 
Adopted / updated in the last         2 yrs[10]           5 yrs[8]           10 yrs[5]          In progress[2]

	8.
	Trail System Master Plan
Adopted / updated in the last         2 yrs[10]           5 yrs[8]           10 yrs[5]          In progress[2]

	9.
	Special Plan or Study adopted / updated in the last

        2 yrs[10]           5 yrs[8]           10 yrs[5]  Plan or Study: ______________________________

        2 yrs[10]           5 yrs[8]           10 yrs[5]  Plan or Study: ______________________________

        2 yrs[10]           5 yrs[8]           10 yrs[5]  Plan or Study: ______________________________

	10.
	Major Regulation Update adopted / updated in the last

        2 yrs[10]           5 yrs[5]           In progress[2]  Regulation: ____________________________

        2 yrs[10]           5 yrs[5]           In progress[2]  Regulation: ____________________________

	Provide a short statement of why your planning efforts are valuable to your community:




RETURN DEADLINE:  Return this application with a check (payable to Texas APA) in the amount of fifty dollars ($50) to Dick Lillie, Executive Administrator, 6806 Canon Wren Drive, Austin, Texas 78746.  Application must be postmarked by July 31st, 2008.


Texas APA 

Planning Excellence Application


EXAMPLES OF QUALIFYING ITEMS
	REF
	Evaluation Item

	1.
	Planning Commissioner Training: Any training or presentation including or representative of the following examples:  Council of Governments (COG), APA-National, State or Section meetings, Southwest Legal Foundation, Texas Municipal League (TML), International City Manager’s Association (ICMA)



	2.
	Professional Staff Training:  Any training or presentation including or representative of the following examples:  Council of Governments (COG), APA-National, State or Section meetings, Southwest Legal Foundation, Continuing Legal Education (CLE), Texas Municipal League (TML), International City Manager’s Association (ICMA)



	3.
	Professional Organizations: American Planning Association (APA), American Institute of Architects (AIA), American Society of Landscape Architects (ASLA), City Planners Association of Texas (CPAT), Texas Municipal League (TML), International City Manager’s Association (ICMA)



	4.
	Professional Certifications or Registrations: Certified Planner (AICP), Registered Landscape Architect (ASLA), Registered Architect (AIA)



	9.
	Special Plan or Study:   Corridor Study, Historic Preservation District, Neighborhood Plan, Economic Development Plan, Urban Design Guidelines, Liveable/Sustainable Community Standards, Tourism Development Plan, Visioning Plan, Downtown Revitalization Plan,



	10.
	Major Regulation Update:  Zoning Ord., Subdivision Ord., Sign Ord., Landscape Ord., Tree Preservation Ord., 



	Misc.
	Professional Staff:  

Includes: Degreed Planners, Planning Positions above a “Technician” position

Does Not Include: Clerical Staff, Technicians




Note: The Administrator may request validation of any submittal by the applicant, Section Director or any other means deemed appropriate.











2008 PLANNING EXCELLANCE RECOGNITION PROGRAM


 The Texas Chapter of the American Planning Association continued its’ program of recognizing planning excellence in municipalities throughout the State.  Evaluation criteria include the level of training of Planning Commissioners and professional staff, professional qualifications of the planning staff, breadth and currency of master plan components and completion of other planning related projects. The goals of the program include:

· Increasing community awareness of the importance of planning,

· Recognizing planning departments which meet certain professional requirements,

· Recognizing planning efforts that have achieved community support,

· Encouraging the funding of professional training for Planning Commissioners and staff, and

· Aiding economic development and community image.

Requirements for application and fees must be filed by July 31st to Dick Lillie, 6806 Canon Wren Drive, Austin, Texas 78746.

