TxAPA PlannerNet RFI Responses:



 July 23, 2008


RFI #10
Our city has a plethora of older, motels that offer no amenities or services.  You get a key and go park in front of your room.  Do any cities have zoning ordinances that regulate or prohibit “limited service” motels as a way to encourage higher end, full service hotels?

 

John C. Adel, AICP
Director of Community Development
City of Greenville
RFI #10 Response #1
You mean more expensive places that keep the riff-raff out? Not everyone traveling needs, nor can everyone afford, the cost. Might be useful to limit the older ones without amenities (which help other local businesses) to limited period stay. The more expensive (better?) places appear when the demographics indicate positive consumer response to such a product. The community can offer an inducement to an improved product, but punishment (no new limited service facilities) may result in no new anything. 

When I travel, I stay in older (often AAA rated) motels or hotels, without amenities, in smaller communities, toward the center of town. I buy food at grocery stores and older, established local diners, and spend my time looking at local historical and architectural sites, rather than waste my time watching sports or CNN. Often, this is more expensive overall than that “amenity” hotel, but I learn about your community.

Wayne Grinnell

CSA Engineers
RFI #10 Response #2
The City of Arlington recently adopted new hotel design guidelines to discourage limited service motels and require full service hotels. A copy of the new standards are attached.

Clayton Husband AICP
Senior Planner

City of Arlington

RFI #10 Response #3
The Town of Prosper allows hotels and motels in our Commercial districts subject to the following conditional items:

22.  Hotel:

Hotel developments shall be subject to the following development standards:

a) External balconies and walkways shall be set back two hundred (200) feet from any residential zoning district.

b) Shall provide staff on-site twenty four (24) hours a day.

c) Shall provide at least four (4) amenities from the list below:

· Indoor/Outdoor Pool

· Spa/Sauna

· Weight Room/Fitness Center

· Playground

· Sports Court

· Plaza/Atrium

· Game Room

· Jogging Trail

· Conference Room (one thousand (1,000) square foot minimum)

· Full Service Restaurant (minimum seating capacity of Thirty five (35))

d) All room units must be accessed through an internal hallway, lobby, or courtyard.

e) Permitted by Specific Use Permit in a Downtown Commercial District.

23.  Motel:

Motel developments shall be subject to the following development standards:

a) External balconies and walkways shall be set back two hundred (200) feet from any residential zoning district.

b) Shall provide staff on-site twenty four (24) hours a day.

c) Shall provide at least four (4) amenities from the list below:

· Indoor/Outdoor Pool

· Spa/Sauna

· Weight Room/Fitness Center

· Playground

· Sports Court

· Plaza/Atrium

· Game Room

· Jogging Trail

· Conference Room (one thousand (1,000) square foot minimum)

· Full Service Restaurant (minimum seating capacity of Thirty five (35))

d) Shall maintain a minimum separation of one thousand five hundred (1,500) feet measured linearly from property line to property line from any other Hotel, Motel, or Residence Hotel property.

Chris Copple

Senior Planner

Town of Prosper

