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RFI #1
I am interested in hearing about positive/negative experiences with respect to the creation of a Skate Park. Specifically, what were a few unforeseen hurdles that appeared once the process began? What recommendations would you have for best approach to start the process? 

Ryan Spencer, AICP
Comprehensive Planning Manager
City of Midlothian
RFI #1 Response #1
Contact the folks at Palacios, they just installed a skate park. John Groth is the person who coordinated the effort.

Michael Neuman, Ph.D., AICP
Department of Landscape Architecture and Urban Planning
Texas A&M University
RFI #1 Response #2
Be prepared for the following:
1. 
You need to check on the liabilities issue for the city.
2. 
It needs to be fenced and gated so that you can close it at dark or have lights there. If not they will be there all night.
3. 
You will see an increase in police calls to that area. Not major crime but minor things. 
4. 
It needs to be in an area accessible to the kids by foot. They are not going to drive to it to use it.

Jack Owens 

League City Planning & Zoning Commissioner
RFI #1 Response #3
After operating a skate park for a number of years, we recently sold our equipment to a private entity.  Some of the issues encountered with the operation of the park included increased crime and injuries, supervision arrangements, and maintenance.  

Alaina Ray

Assistant Director of Development Services

City of Rowlett 
RFI #1 Response #4
Was only tangentially involved in the Davenport, Iowa skatepark, but it seems to be a success.  I have not been involved (other than press releases) with Houston park(s).

 

1. Davenport went to the local bike/skate shops to ask the riders what they wanted. 

2. There seems to be a thriving industry of former skaters now park builders-I think you will want your skating/riding community involved & be prepared to pay, like you would for architects & landscape architects. 

3. Davenport went with a multi-use design-skate boarders, bikes, & roller blades-so the park wasn't a landmark, but was accessible to many. 

4. I know that after the park opened, there were lots of issues about lights, security, graffiti, etc.  Think about your neighbors & hours & fences & lighting (what hours, who will pay, how to prevent after-hours use/abuse) in advance.  The Davenport park was intended to be painted/tagged by its users, but some members of the public still didn't like to see it, and there are always issues about "appropriate-ness" of text & graphics. 

5. The former public works director-now Scott County Iowa Administrator-Dee Bruemmer may have more insights, as well as Capital Projects Planner, Charles Heston-City of Davenport Planning Dept. 

6. From the outside-the public meetings with kids & parents, and grown-up skaters to plan, interview and review designs seemed to work well and to foster ownership/support of the project.  I think that one of the public lead stakeholders was a guy in his 30's that owned a bike-shop and created an indoor arena for inclement weather use. 

  

Lisa Lattu

City of Houston
RFI #1 Response #5
They should contact Kelly Shaw in Amarillo.  They have installed one or two skate parks and apparently the community loves them.  806.378.3020.

Michael R. Coker, AICP, CBO

President

Michael R. Coker Company, Inc.

