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10/7/08 Responses:
RFI #1
Paul Farmer, Executive Director and CEO of APA wrote in Planner (January 2008): “Traffic engineers are not transportation planners, and transportation planners are not traffic engineers.” I am interested in knowing how Transportation Planning is handled in communities with Planning, Engineering, and Traffic divisions. Is Transportation Planning handled by one or a combination of these divisions, some other internal entity, or detailed out to separate organizations (MPO, RPO, etc.) Reasons for the particular assignment and arguments for a particular arrangement are welcome.

 

Wayne Grinnell, CRE, AICP

CSA Design Group

RFI #1 Response #1
I've always thought the city of Austin is fairly unique given the way they've organized their watershed protection and development review department (WPDRD). I've worked in 2 divisions within the dept -one as a Planner II reviewing residential zoning codes and the other as a Sr Transportation Planner. The transportation review component fits within a site plan review team and reviews for technical aspects of: ADA, ROW, sidewalks, parking space, ingress/egress, TIA's, driveways, generalized design standards for traffic flow, etc. The Sr Planners utilize engineering data and long range planning tools comprised of ROW width, street classification charts, FLUM's, transportation planning as per the local MPO, and other officially adopted data made by the city or by another gov't agency (CAMPO in Austin). Planners make these comments are part of the team to facilitate site plan review, not necessarily long range planning, which is done by a combo of groups within public works and the neighborhood planning dept, (NPZD) who are not part of the WPDRD, who are responsible for different aspects of bike/ped planning, street and bridge design/maintenance folks, and long range transportation planning (NPZD) elements related to  overall connectivity.

 

So the overall transportation planning process is fragemented but it seems to work for the most part. It relies heavily on other agencies for data and works to comply with regional efforts by having internal city divisions (parts of) meet on a weekely or bi-weekly basis to get input on various items. It is defintely not as streamlined as I've seen in other similar or smaller cities. It almost remides me of Ft. Worth's structure.

 

David Cancialosi

DC Development Consulting
RFI #1 Response #2
The City of Plano has a Traffic Engineering division that works with transportation planning. The Planning Department is responsible for the City’s Comprehensive Plan and works with Traffic Engineering to update the Transportation Element of the Plan. Both Planning and Traffic Engineering review the Thoroughfare Plan to ensure consistency with the County and Council of Governments’ (COG) Thoroughfare Plans. Planning and  Traffic Engineering also work with the Parks and Recreation Department to update the Bicycle Transportation Plan and ensure compliance with the COG’s Bicycle Plan. Let me know if you have any questions. 

Steve Sims

Senior Planner

City of Plano

