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RFI #1

We have been evaluating demographic data for Plano from the American Community Survey (ACS) over the past three years and are struggling with inconsistencies. The three year average data released by the Census Bureau in early December 2008 seems to have less margin of error. I was wondering about experiences of other cities around the state evaluating the ACS data. 

· Has it been helpful or are other cities experiencing data consistency issues? 

· If yes, how are these issues resolved? 

· Have other cities produced reports on the ACS results? 

Stephen M. Sims, AICP

Senior Planner

City of Plano

RFI #1 Response #1
In response to RFI #1, Fort Worth has not used the three-year estimates.  According to ACS, each local government should determine which data set to use; the three-year estimates or the one-year estimates based on information described below.  The three-year estimates are certainly useful to cities less than 65,000 since they do not receive a one-year estimate.  Below is a description of the differences between the two estimates and there is more information on their website.  I recommend contacting ACS to discuss your specific inconsistencies if you haven’t already.  I think there will always be inconsistencies between the two estimates though since the sample size is different and the timeframes are different.  Thanks.

One-Year Estimates

The 2007 ACS one-year estimates are based on data collected between January 2007 and December 2007.

Published for selected geographic areas with populations of 65,000 or greater 

Represent the average characteristics over calendar year 2007 

Have smaller sample size than the three-year estimates 

Are more current than the three-year estimates 

Three-Year Estimates

The 2005-2007 ACS three-year estimates are based on data collected between January 2005 and December 2007.

Published for selected geographic areas with populations of 20,000 or greater 

Represent the average characteristics over the 3-year period of time 

Have larger sample size than the one-year estimates 

Are less current than the one-year estimates 

Use ACS 1-Year Estimates: 

For geographies with a population of 65,000 or more when currency is more important than the precision of the estimates (and one is not analyzing a small population). 

Use ACS 3-Year Estimates: 

For geographies with a population from 20,000 to 64,999 because 1-year estimates are not available for these areas. 

For geographies with a population of 65,000 or more when analyzing data for small populations or when the precision of the estimates is more important than the currency of the data. 

Becky Pils, AICP

Senior Planner

City of Fort Worth
